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JHERE is no book of the 
. fame period, which at the 
time of its publication oc- 
caiioned greater remark, or 
' was followed by more con- 
fiderable refults, than the 
Supplication for the Beggars, The chief hif- 
torians of the Church of England Ipeak of it, 
and how, to ufe Bilhop Burnet's expreiSon, 
it " took mightily." Sir Thomas More an- 
swered it in ** The Supplycacyon of Soulys," 
i. e. in Purgatory, and his controverfy ^th 
Tyndal was the confequence. 

Yet, after all, there is litde known of the 
real hiftory of the book ; which is ihewn by 
the very evident errors into which Burnet and 
Foxe have fallen with regard to it. Burnet, 
in his I00& way, places it under the date of 
1 534 ; and Foxe, in his account of the year 
1530, making an apology however, that it 
ihould have come in fix years before, and 
quMndy adding, " the miffing of a few yeares 
in this matter breaketh no great fquare in our 
ftory." 



ftory/' This would bring back the date to 
1524, but in the next paragraph Foxe fays 
that it was probably written about 1528.* 

But '* The Supplication " muft have been 
publiflied as early as 1524, or at the lateft in 
ifaf: for in the year 1526 an injunfticm 
was iflued by Cuthbert Tonftall, Bifhop of 
London^ calling in all Englifh tranfladons of 
the Scriptures: (Foxe, 2, 284. Ed. 1641 : 
and Strjrpc, Memorials i, 165. Ed. ly^ii) 
and ftriAly prohibiting about eighteen other 
books, at the head of which ftands, in bad pre- 
eminence, ^ the Supplication of Beggars.*^ Wil- 
kins, (Concilia, 3, 706) gives us this edift or 
injun(9tion, iflued by the authority alfo of War- 
ham,* Archbiihop of Canterbury. Again, in 
the year 1530, a public inflrument agreed upon, 
fays Wilkins, (3, 728) in an Aflembly of the 
Archbiihop of Canterbury, the Bifliop of 
Durham and others, by order of King Henry 
the Eighth, was put forth " containing divers 
heretical and erroneous opinions, feleAed from 
various books, which had been confidered and 

* Omiflions and errors fuch as thefe would breaks one 
might thinks very great fquares in Hiftory, though we may 
agree with Foxe, that in his ftory, an aflertion more or lefs, 
and a confuiion at one time worfe confounded than at ano- 
ther, makes but little difierence. 

condemned." 



condemned/' One of tho& is from ^' iheJSup^ 
plication^'* and is the.paflage beginnings '^ There 
be many men of great Uterature, &a'' and end- 
ing ^' in all holy Scripture/' And, once more, 
in the (ame year, (Willdns, iii. 737) or, with 
left probability^ in 1529, (Strype, i. 165) a 
Rojral Proclamation was . publifhed ^'fer., re- 
fifting aiid withftanding of moftdanmable he- 
defies (own within this realm by: the difciples of 
Ludier, and other heretics^perverters of Chtist's 
religion i" at the end of which, with fbme other 
books, '* the Supplication of Beggars " is ftrictly 
pfohibited. 

Neither is it certain who was the Author : 
and when.we afcribe it to Simon Fifli^ we have, 
it miiy be, many authorities with us in number, 
but in h& only the Editor of. the Edidon of 
1 545, and perhaps Foxe,* It is true that there 
is not much evidence to fupport his flatement, 
and upon the other hand, it muft be.acknow- 
, ledged, even much lefs to contradict it. An 
account of Fiih is givem in Wood (Atheme 
Qxx>n. i. 59. £d* 18 13) and it is fuppofed that 
he died of the plague about 1530. The Au- 

thorfhip of fuch a book as " the Supplication " 

I 

* Compare alfo a paflag^ in Sir Thomas More's Apology, 
{W^rks, Lond. Fol. 1557, p. 881) cited by Dr. Blifi, in 
his addidcms to the Athens. L 59. 

was 



was not, in thofe days^ an honour which a man 
would raftily claim, or which would be attri- 
buted to any one without fome reafbn. 

Having been fb rigidly fupprefled, we can- 
not wonder at the extreme rarity of this traft : 
fo rare indeed is it, that the copy from which 
the prefent is reprinted, is the only one which, 
after much enquiry, the Editor can trace. 
About the year 1545, it was publifhed in a 
volume with another book of the fame fort, 
*' the Supplication of the poor Commons :*' 
copies of which are in the Bodleian and the 
Britiih Mufeimi libraries: Foxe alfo has re- 
printed it. 

There are feveral ftories told how it was in- 
troduced to the notice of Henry the Eighth ; 
and, although thefe may not be entitled to 
much credit, yet, the fad: feems well authenti- 
cated, that the king did read, and at firil was 
well pleafed with it. Henry, no doubt, would 
be pleafed with any thing which might forward 
his immediate purpofe. No ftories, however 
exaggerated, no lies, however palpable, came 
amifs to him about the Monks and Clergy of 
his day, when his exchequer was exhaufted, 
and the Abbey lands lay almoft within his 
grafp, but ftill as yet, beyond it, for want of 
pretext. Some fay that Anne Boleyn gave 

him 



him the book : others, that one of the copies 
which were thrown about the ftrects was 
brought to him, and Foxe gives us a very cir- 
cumftantial accoimt, fufficiently curious to be 
related here, whether true or falfe. He fays, 
(ii. 280) " One Edmund Moddis, the King's 
Footeman, being with the King in talk of 
religion, and of the new bookes which were 
come from beyond the feas, faid, if it might 
pleafe his grace to pardon him, and fuch as he 
would bring to his grace, he fhould fee fuch a 
booke, as was marvele to heare of. The king 
demanded what they were. He faid, two of 
your Merchants, George Elyot and George 
Robinfon. The King pointed a time to fpeake 
with diem. When they came before his pre- 
fence in a privy clofet, he demanded what they 
had to fay or to fliew him. One of th«m faid, 
that there was a booke come to their hands, 
which they had there to fliew his grace. When 
he faw it, he denianded if any of them could 
read it. Yea, faid George Elyot, if it pleafe 
your grace to heare it. I thought fo, faid the 
King, for if need were, thou canft fay it with- 
out booke. The whole booke being read out, 
the King made a long paufe, and then fayd, if 
a man fliould pull downe an old ftone wall, and 
begin at the lower part, the upper part thereof 

might 



might chance to fall upon his head. And then 
he tooke the booke^ and put it into his defke, 
aiid commanded them upon their allegiance, 
that they fliouki nc^b tell to ;any man that h^e 
had fe^rt the booke/* 

'The original edition is a fingle fheet, fmall 
8vo. entirely printed in a fmall Italic type, 
fimilar to the one now ufed. No name is at- 
tached,' and it would be idle even to guefs at 
the printer of it. 

:! The Editor would add in a few words, that 
he has reprinted this flanderous but celebrated 
book, upon account of its hiftorical importr 
ance,- which is very coniiderable. Thofe who 
read it wiH, he has noj doubt, form a coixect 
judgment upon its author's reaibning and love 
x>f truth, and no kmger ignorantly, with fome 
of our {b^:alled Chiu-ch hiflorians, hear of " the 
Siippficacyon of the Beggers," and without 
further fatisfying themfelves, take for granted 
that it was not, as: it really was, a libel to ferve 
die purpofes of la party. And it is matter of 
deep regret that any caufe (whether good or 
bad) ihould have been compelled to employ 
fuch weapons of ofience. 



^ A Supplicacyon for the Beggers, 




TO THE KING OVRE 

fouereygne lorde. 

% Oft lamentably compleyneth 
theyre wofull myjery vnto 
r youre kigknes youre foore 
daily hedeme the wretched 
hidous monfires (on ivhome 
I Jcarcely for horror any yie 
dare loke) the foule vnhappy forte oflepresj and 
other fore people, nedy, impotent, hlinde, lame, 
andfike, that live onely by almeffe, howe that 
theyre nembre is daily fo fore encreajed that all 
the almeffe of all the weldifpofed people of this 
youre realme is not halfe ynough for tojufteine 
theim, but that for verey conflreint they ^e for 
hunger. And this mofi peftilent mi/chief is co- 
men vppon youre f aide poore beedme by the reafon 
that there is yn the tymes of youre noble prede- 
ceffours paffed craftily crept ynto this your realme 
an other fort (not of impotent but) offtrongpuif 
faunt and counterfeit holy, andydell beggers and 
vacabundes 



vacabundes whiche/yns the tyme of theyre firft 
entre by all the craft and wilinejfe of Satan are 
nowe encreafed vnder your Jight not onely into a 
great ndbre, but alfo ynto a kingdome. Thefe are 
(not the herdeSy but the rauinous wolues going 
in herdes clothing deuouring the flocke) the 
Bif/hoppeSy AbbotteSy PriourSy DeaconSy Arche- 
deacons y SuffraganeSy PreJieSy Monkes ChanonSy 
FrereSy Pardoners and Somners. And who is 
abill to nobre this idell rauinous fort whiche 
(fetting all labour e a fide) haue begged fa im-- 
portunatly that they haue gotten ynto theyre 
hondes more then the therd part of all youre 
Realme. The goodliefi lordJbippeSymanerSylondeSy 
and territoriesy are theyrs. Befides this they 
haue the tenth part of all the comey medowey 
pafiurey graffey wolUy colteSy calueSy lambeSy 
piggeSy gefey and chikens. Ouer and bifides the 
tenth part of euery feruauntes wages the tenth 
part of the wolhy milkey honyy waxe ckefey and 
butter. Ye and they loke fo narowly vppon 
theyre proufittes that the poore wyues muft be 
countable to theym of euery tenth eg or elles fbe 
gettith not her ryghtes at efier fhalbe taken as 
an heretike. hereto liaue they their e foure offering 
dales, whate money pull thef yn by probates of 
teftamentesy priuy tithes y and by mennes offeringes 

to 



to they re pilgremageSy an J at they re fir ft majesf 
Euery man and childe that is buried muft fay 
Jumwhatfor majfes and diriges to he Jong for him 
or elles they will accufe the dedes frendes and ex^ 
ecutours of berefie. whate money get they by mor^ 
tnaries, by hearing of confejfions (and yet they 
wil kepe therof no counceylej by halowing of 
churches altaresfuperaltares chapelles and belles^ 
by curfing of men and abfoluing theim agein for 
money ? what a multitude of money gather the 
pardoners in a yere ? Howe moche money get the 
Somners by extorcion yn a yere, by qifityng the 
people to the commijfaries court and afterward re^ 
^^fi^g thapparauce for money f Finally, the in^ 
finite nombre of begging freres whate get they yn 
a yere ? Here if it pleafe your grace to marke 
ye Jhallfe a thing farre out of ioynt. There are 
withyn youre realme of Englond. Hi. thoufand 
pari/Jhe churches. And this ftonding that there 
be but tenne houfliouldes yn euery par ijfhe yet are 
there fine hundreth thoufand and twenty thoufand 
houfliouldes. And of euery of thefe houfliouldes 
hath euery of the fine ordres of freres apeny a 
quarter for euery ordre, that is for all the fine 
ordres fine pens a quarter for every houfe. That 
is for all the fine ordres. xx. d, a yere of euery 
houfe. Summa fine hundreth thoufand and twenty 

thoufand 



thoufand quarters of angels, ^hat is. cclx. thou- 

/and half angels. Summa. cxxx. thoufand angels. 

Summa totalis, xliij. thoufand poundes and. ccc 

xxxiij. li. vi. s. viij. d. flerling. wherof not foure 

hundreth yeres pajfed they had not one peny. Oh 

greuous and peynfull exactios thus yerely to be 

paied. from the whiche the people of your nobill 

predecejfours the hinges of the aunciet Britos euer 

fiode fre And this wil they haue or els they wil 

procure him that will not giue it theim to be take 

as an heretike. whate tiraunt euer opprejfed the 

people like this cruell and vengeable generacion ? 

whate fubieSles fhall be abill to helpe theire 

prince that be after this facion yerely polled ? 

whate good chriflen people can be abill tojocoure 

vs pore lepres blindefore^ and lame^ that be thus 

yerely opprejfed ? Is it any merueille that youre 

people Jo compleine of pouertie ? Is it any 

merueile that the taxes fiftenes andfubjidies that 

your grace mofl tenderly of great copajfion hath 

taken emong your people to defend theim from 

the thretened ruine of theire comon welth haue 

bin fo Jlought fully y ye painfully leuied ? Seing 

that almoft the vtmoji peny that mought haue bin 

leuied hath ben gathered bifore yerely by this 

rauinous cruell and infatiabill generacion. ^he 

danes nether the f axons yn the time of the auncient 

Britons 



Britons Jhulde neuer haue ben ahill to haue 
brought their e armies from Jo farre hither ynto 
your hnd to haue conquered it if they had had 
at that time fuche a fort of ideU glotons tofinde 
at home. The nobill king Arthur had neuer ben 
abill to haue caried his armie to the fote of the 
mountaines to rtfift the coming downe of lucius 
the Emperoure if fuche yerely exactions had ben 
taken of his people. The grekes had neuer ben 
abill to haue Jo long cotinued at thejiege ofTroie 
if they had had at home fuche an idell fort of 
cormorauntes to finde. *The auncient Romains 
had neuer ben abil to haue put all the hole worlde 
vnder they re obeifaunce if they re people had byn 
thus yerely opprejjed. *The Turke nowe yn youre 
tyme Jhulde neuer be abill to getfo moche grounde 
of criftendome if he hadyn his empire fuche a fort 
ofbcuftes to deuoure hisfubftaunce. Ley then thefe 
fommes to the forjeid therd part of the pojfeffions 
of the realme that ye may Je whether it drawe 
nighe vnto the half of the hole fubftaunce of the 
realme or noty So fhall ye finde that it draweth 
ferre aboue. Nowe let vs then compare the 
nombre of this vnkind idell fort vnto the nombre 
of the laye people and we Jhallfe whether it be 
indifferently fhifted or not that they fltuld haue 
half Compare theim to the nombre of men^fo 

are 



are they not the. C.perfon. Compare theim to men 
wimen and children^ then are they not the. CCCC. 
par/on yn nombre. One part therfore yn foure 
hundreth partes deutded were to moche for theim 
except they did labour e. whate an vnequal burthen 
is it that they haue half with the multitude and 
are not the. CCCC.parfon of theire nombre? whate 
tongue is abill to tell that euer there waseny comon 
welthjofore opprejfedfins the worldefirft began ? 
^ And whate do al theje gredy fort offturdy idell 
holy theues with thefe yerely exactions that they 
take of the people ? Truely nothing but exempt theim 
filuesfrom thobedience of your grace. Nothing but 
tranflate all rule power lordifhippe auctorite obe^ 
dience and dignite from your grace vnto theim. 
Nothing but that all yourfubiellesfhulde fall ynto 
dif obedience and rebellion ageinfi your grace and 
be vnder theym. As they did vnto your nobillpre- 
decejfour king lohn : whiche forbicauJe\ that he 
wolde haue pumjfhed certeyn tray tours that had 
confpired with the frenche king to haue depofed 
him fro his crowne and dignite (emong the whiche 
a clerke called Stephen whome afterward ageinfi 
the kinges will the Pope made Biffkoppe ofCaun^ 
terbury was one) enter dited his Lond. For the 
whiche mater your moft mbillrealme wrongfully 
(alas for flume) hath ftbd tributary (not vnto 

any 



any kind temporall prince ^ but vnto a crueU 
deuelifjhe bloudfupper dronke in the bloude of the 
Jayntes and marters of chriji) euer Jins. Here 
were an holy fort of prelates that thus cruelly 
coude puniffhe fuche a right uous kinge^ all his 
realme, adfucceffion for doing right. 
41 Here were a charitable fort of holy men that 
coude thus enter dite an hole realme ^ and plucke 
awey thobediece of the people from they re naturall 
liege lorde andkinge^for none other caufe but for 
his rightuoufnejfe. Here were a blijfedfort not of 
meke herdes but of bloudfupper s that coude fet the 
frenche king vppon fuche a rightuous prince to 
caufe hym to lofe his crowne and dignite to make 
effufton of the bloude of his people y oneles this good 
andbliffed king ofgreate compaffion^ more fearing 
and lamenting the fheding of the bloude of his 
people then the lojfe of his crowne and dignite 
agaynft all right and confcience had fubmitted 
him filf vnto theym. O cafe moft horrible thai 
euerfo nobill a king Realme^ and fucc^m fhulde 
thus be made to ftoupe to fuche a fort of bloud-- 
f uppers, where was hisfwerde, power , crowne^ 
and dignite become wherby he mought haue done 
iufticeyn this maner ? where was their obediece 
become thatfhuld haue bynfubieS vnder his highe 
power yn this mater ? Te where was the obedi- 
ence 



ence of all his fubieSies become that for mainte- 
naunce of the comon welthfhulde haue holpen him 
manfully to haue reftfied thefe bloudf uppers to the 
fhedinge of they re bloude ? was not all to git her 
by they re polycy tranjlated fro this good king 
vnto theim. Te and what do they more ? Truely 
nothing but applie theymftlues by all thefleyghtes 
they may to haue to do with euery mannes wife^ 
euery manes daughter and euery mannes mayde 
that cukkoldrie and baudrie fhulde r eigne ouer all 
emong your f ubieties y that noma fhulde knowe his 
owne childe that they re bajiardes might enherite 
the pojfejjions of euery man to put the right be- 
gotten children clere beftde their e inherit aunce yn 
fubuerfion of all eftates and godly ordre. I'hefe 
be they, that by their e abjieyning from mariage 
do let the generation of the people wherby all the 
realme at length if it fhulde be continued fhall be 
made defert and inhabitable. 
^Thefe be they that haue made an hundreth 
thouf and y dell hores ynyour realme whiche wolde 
haue gotten theyre lyuing honeftly^ yn thefwete 
of theyre faces had not theyre fuperfluous rychejfe 
illeSled theym to vnclene luft andydelnejfe. Thefe 
be they that corrupt the hole generation of ma 
kind yn your realme ^ that catche the pokkes of 
one woman, and bere theym to an other j that be 

c brent 



brent wyth one woman, and here it to an other, 
that catche the lepry of one woman, and here it 
to an other, yejome one of theym fhall hofl emong 
hisfelawes that he hath medledwith an hundreth 
wymen. Thefe be they that when they haue ones 
drawe mennes wiues to fuche incontinecy fpende 
awey their e hufbondes goodes make the wimen to 
runne awey from their e hufbondes, ye, rynne awey 
themfilues both with wif ad goodes, bring both 
man wife and children to ydelnejfe theft and beg- 
geri. 

Te who is abill to nombre the greate and brode 
botomles occeanfee full of euilles that this mij- 
cheuous andftnful generacion may laufully bring 
vppon vs vnponiffhed. where is youre fwerde, 
power, crowne, and dignite, become that fhuld 
puniffhe (by puniffhement of deth euen as other 
men are puniffhed) the felonies, rapes, murdres, 
and treafons comitted by this ftnfull generacio? 
where is their e obedience become that fhulde be 
vnder your hyghe power yn this mater ? ys not 
all to git her tranflated and exempt fro your grace 
vnto theim ? yes truely. whate an infinite nombre 
of people might haue be encreafedto haue peopled 
the realme if thefe fort of folke had be marie d 
like other men. whate breche of matrimonie is 
there brought yn by theim ? fuche truely as was 

neuer 



neuer fins the worlde began emong the hole mul- 
titude of the hethen. 

^ Who is Jhe that wil Jet her hondes to worke 
to get Jij. d. a day and may haue at left .xx. d. a 
day toflepe an houre with a frere^ a monke^ or a 
preft? what is he that wolde laboure for a grote 
a day and may haue at left .xij. d. a day to be 
baude to a preft ^ a monke^ or a frere ? whate a 
fort are there of theime that mari preftesjoue- 
r eigne ladies but to cloke the preftes yncontinency 
and that they may haue a liuing of the preft 
theime filues for their e laboure ? Howe many 
thoufandes dothfuche lubricite bring to heggery 
theft and idelnejfe whiche fhuld haue kept their e 
good name and haue Jet theim filues to worke had 
not ben this excejfe treajureofthejpiritualtie?? 
whate honeft man dare take any man or woman 
yn hisjeruice that hath be atjuche ajcole with 
ajpiritual ma ? Oh the greuous Jhipwrak of the 
comon welthy whiche yn aunciet time bifore the 
coming yn of theje rauinous wolues was Jo proj- 
perous : that then there were but fewe theues : 
ye theft was at that tymefo rare that Cejar was 
not cope Hid to make penalite ofdeth vppon felony 
as your grace may well perceyue yn his inftitutes. 
There was aljo at that tyme but fewe pore people 
and yet they did not begge but there was giue 

theim 



theim ynough vnaxedj for there was at that time 
none ofthe/e rauinous wolues to axe it from theim 
as it apperith yn the a£ies of thappojiles. Is it 
any merueill though there be nowefo many beg- 
gersy theuesj and y dell people ? Nay truely. 
^ Whate remedy : make lawes ageynji theim. 
I am yn doubt whether ye be able : Are they not 
fironger in your owne parliament houfe then your 
ftlfe ? whate a nombre of Bijfhopes* abbot e^ and 
priours are lordes of your parliament ? are not 
all the lerned men in your realme in fee with 
theim to fpeakeyn your parliament houfe for theim 
ageinji your crowne^ dignite* and comon welth of 
your realme afewe of your e owne lerned counfell 
onely excepted? whate lawe can be made ageinji 
theim that may be aduaylable ? who is he (though 
he be greued never Jo fore) for the murdre of his 
auncefire rauiffhement of his wyfe^ of his daugh- 
ter y robbery J trefpaSj maiheme^ dette^ or eny other 
offence dare ley it to theyre charge by any wey of 
accion^ and if he do then is he by and by by theyre 
wilyneffe accufed of herejie. ye they will Jo handle 
him or he paffe that except he will bere a fagot 
for theyre pleafure he fhal be excommunicate and 
then be all his accions daffhed. So captyue are 
your lawes vnto theym that no man that they lyji 
to excomunicat may be admitted tofue any accion 
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in any of your courtes. If eny ma yn your/ef- 
fions dare be fo hardy to endyte a preji of eny 
fuche cryme he hath or theyere go outfuche a yoke 
of here/ye leyd in his necke that it maketh him 
wifjhe that he had not done it. Tour grace may 
fe whate a worke there is in London^ howe the 
bifjhoppe rageth for endyting of cert ay n curates 
of extorcion and incontinency the laft yere in the 
warmoll queft. Had not Richard hunne com- 
menced accyon ofpremunire ageinft a prefi he had 
bin yet a lyue and none eretik a tall but an honefi 
man. 

^ Dyd not dyuers of your noble progenitours 
feynge they re crowne and dignite runne ynto ruyne 
and to be thus craftely tranflated ynto the hondes 
of this myfcheuous generacyon make dyuersftatutes 
for the reformacyon therof emong whiche the fta» 
tute of mortmayne was one f to theintent that 
after that tyme they fhulde haue no more gyuen 
vnto theim. 

But whate avayled it f hane they not gotten ynto 
they re hondes more londes fins then eny dukeyn 
ynglond hath^ the Jlatute notwithftonding ? Ye 
haue they not for all that tranflated ynto they re 
hondes from your grace half your kyngdome tho- 
roughly ? ^he hole name as reafon is for the aun- 
cientie of your kyngdome whiche was bifore theyrs 
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and out of the whiche theyrs is growen onely 
abiding with your grace ? and of one kyngdome 
made tweyne : the Jpirituall kyngdome (as they 
call it) for they wyll be named firfl^ And your 
temporall kingdome. And whiche ofthefe^ ij. king- 
domes fuppofe ye is like to ouergrowe the other' 
ye to put the other clere out of memory f Truely 
the kingdome of the bloudfuppers for to theym is 
giuen daily out of your kingdome. And that 
that is ones gyuen theim comith neuer from theim 
agein. Suche lawes haue they that none of theim 
may nether gyue nor fell nothing. 
Whate lawe can be made Jo ftronge ageinft theim 
that they other with money or elles with other 
policy will not breake and Jet at nought f whate 
kingdome can endure that euer gyuith thus from 
him and receyueth nothing agein f O howe all 
the Jubfiauce of your Realme forthwith your 
Jwerdcy power y crowne^ dignitey and obedience of 
your peoplcy rynneth hedlong ynto the infaciabill 
whyrlepole of theje gredi goulafres to bejwalowed 
and devoured. 

|[ Nether haue they eny other colour e to gather 
theJe yerely exaccions ynto they re hondes but that 
they Jey they pray for vs to God to delyuer our 
Joules out ofthepaynes ofpurgatori without whoje 
prayer they fey or at left without the popes par-- 
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don we coude neuer be deliuered thens whiche if 
it be true then is it good reafon that we gyue 
theim all theje thinges all were it C times as 
moche, But there be many men of great e littera- 
ture and iudgement that for the love they haue 
vnto the trouth and vnto the comen welth haue 
not feared to put theim filfynto the greatefi in- 
famie that may be, in abieSlion of all the worlds 
yeyn perill ofdeth to declare they re oppinion in 
this mat her whiche is that there is no purgatory 
but that it is a thing inuented by the couitoufnejfe 
of the fpiritualtie onely to tranflate all kingdomes 
from other princes vnto theim and that there is 
not one word fpoken of hit in al holy fcripture. 
They fey alfo that if there were a purgatory 
And alfo if that the pope with his pardons for 
money may deliuer onefoule thes : he may deliuer 
him afwel without money if he may deliuer one^ 
he may deliuer a thoufand: yf he may deliuer a 
thoufand he may deliuer theim all, adfo defiroy 
purgatory. And then is he a cruell tyraunt with- 
out all charite if he kepe theim there in pryfon 
and in paine till men willgiue him money. C Lyke 
wyfefaie they of all the hole fort of the fpiritueltie 
that if they will not pray for no ma but for theim 
that gyue theim money they are tyrauntes ad 
lakke charite^ andfuffer thofefoules to bepuniffhed 
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ad pay tied vncheritably for lacke of they re pnrf- 
ers. "Thefefort offolkes they call heretikeSy thefe 
they burne^ thefe they rage ageinft^ put to ope 
fhame and make theim here fagottes. But whe- 
ther they be here tikes or noy well Iwote that this 
purgatory and the Popes pardons is all the cauje 
of tranflacio of your kingdome fo faft into tfieir 
hondes wherfore it is manifeft it can not be of 
chriftj for he gaue more to the temporall king- 
dome y he hym filfe paid tribute to Cefar he take 
nothing fro hym but taught that the highe powers 
fhuld be alweys obeid ye he him ftlf (although 
he were moft fre lorde of all and innocent) was 
obedient vnto the highe powers vnto deth. This is 
the great fcabbe why they will not let the newe 
teftament go a brode yn your moder tong left men 
fhulde efpie that they by they re cloked ypochriji 
do tranflate thus faft your kingdome into theyre 
hides y that they are not obedient vnto your highe 
power y that they are cruelly vnclency vnmercifuly 
and ypochriteSy that thei feke not the honour of 
Chrift but their owney that remiffion offinnes are 
notgiuenby the popes pardony but by Chrift y for 
the fure feith and truft that we haue in him. 
Here may your grace wellperceyue that except ye 
fuffer theyre ypocrifte to be difclofed all is like to 
runne ynto theire hondes and as long as it is cb- 
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uendja long Jhall it feme to euery ma to be a 
greate ympiete not to gyue theim. For this I am 
Jure your grace thinketh (as the truth is) I am 
as good a man as, my father^ whye may I not a/well 
gyue theim as moche as my father did. And of 
this mynd J am Jure are all the hordes knight es 
/quire gentilmen and yemen in englond, ye and 
vntill it be difclofed all your people will thinke 
that your Jiatute of mortmayne was never made 
with no good confcience feing that it taketh awey 
the liber te of your people in that they may not as 
laufully by theirefoules out of purgatory by gyu-^ 
ing to the Jpiritualte as their predecejfours did 
in tymes pajfed. 

^ JVherfore if ye will efchewe the ruyne of your 
crowne and dignite let theire ypocrifye be vttered 
and that Jhalbe morejpedfull in this mater then 
all the lawes that may be made be they never fo 
ftronge. For to make a lawefor to puniffhe ewy 
offender except it were more for to giue other men 
an enf ample to beware to committe fuche like of-- 
fence y whate Jhuld yt avayle. Did not doEtour 
Alyn moft prefumptuoufly nowe yn your tyme a- 
geynft all his allegiaunee all that ever fie coude 
to pull from you the knowlege of fuche plees as 
long vnto your hyghe courtes vnto an other court 
in derogacion of your crowne and dignite ? Did 
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not alfo doSior Horfey and his complices moft hey-- 
noufly as all the world knoweth murdre in pry- 
Jon that honeft marchaunt Richard hunne ? For 
that he fued your writ of premunire againft a 
preft that wrongfully held him in pie in a/pi- 
rituall court for a mater wherof the knowlege 
belonged vnto your hyghe court es. And whate 
punifjhement was there done that eny man may 
take example of to beware of lyke offence ? truely 
none but that the one paydfiue hundreth poundes 
(as it is f aid to the bildinge of your ft err e cham- 
ber) and when that payment was ones paffed the 
capteyns of his kingdome (bicaufe he f aught Jo 
manfully ageynft your crowne and dignite) haue 
heped to him benefice vpon benefice fo that he is 
rewarded tenne tymes as moche. The other as it 
is Jeid payde Jixe hundreth poundes for him and 
his complices whiche for bicaufe that he had lyke 
wife f aught Jo manfully ageynft your crowne and 
dignite was ymmediatly (as he had opteynedyour 
moft gracyous pardon) promoted by the capiteynes 
of his kingdome with benefice vpon benefice to the 
value of Mij. tymes as moche. who can take ex- 
ample of this punijfhement to be ware ofjuche like 
offence ? who is he of they re kingdome that will 
not rather take courage to comitte lyke offence Je- 
yng the promocions that fill to this men for they re 
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Jo offending. So weke and blunt isyourfwerde 
to ftrike at one of the offenders of this evoked and 
peruers generacyon. 

^ And this is by the reafon that the chief in- 
ftrument of your lawe ye the chief of your coun- 
fell and he whiche hath yourefwerde in his hond 
to whome alfo all the other inftrumentes are obe- 
dient is alweys afpirituell man whiche hath euer 
fuche an inordinate loue vnto his owne kingdome 
that he will mainteyn that^ though all the tern- 
porall kingdoms and combwelth of the worlde 
fhulde therfore vtterly be vndone. Here leue we 
out the greteft mater of all left that we declaring 
fuche an horrible carayn of euyll ageinft the mi" 
niftres of iniquite fhulde feme to declare the one 
onely faute or rather the ignoraunce of oure beft 
beloued miniftre of rightoufneffe whiche if to be 
hid till he may be lerned by thefefmall enormitees 
that we haue Jpoken of to knowe it pleynly him 
ftlf But whate remedy to releue vs your poore 
ftke lame and fore bedemen ? To make many hof- 
pitals for the relief of the poore people f Nay 
truely. The moo the worfe^for euer the fatte 
of the hole foundacion hangeth on the preftes 
berdes. Dyuers of your noble predeceffours kinges 
of this realme haue gyuen londes to monafteries to 
giue a certeinfomme of money yerely to the poore 
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people wheroffir the aunciente of the tyme they 
giue neuer one peny^ They haue lyke wife giuen 
to the to haue a certeyn majfes faid daily for 
theim whtrof they fey neuer ^ one. If the Abbot 
of weftminfter fhulde fing euery day as many 
majfes for his founders as he is bounde to do by 
his foundacion. M^ monkes were to fewe. ff^her-* 
fore if your grace will bilde afure hofpitall that 
neuer fhall faile to releue vs all your poore bede-^ 
me^fo take from theim all thefe thynges. Set thefe 
fturdy lobies a brode in the world to get theim 
wiues of their e owne, to get theire liuing with 
their labour e in the fwete of theire faces ac- 
cording to the commaundement of god. Gene. iij. 
to gyue other idell people by theire example oc- 
cafion to go to laboure. Tye thefe holy idell theues 
to ther cartes to be whipped naked about euery 
market towne til they will fall to labour e that 
they by theyre Iportunate begging take not awey 
the almejfe that the good chriften people wolde 
giue vnto vsfore impotent miferable people your 
bedemen. Then fhall alwell the nombre of oure 
forfaid monftruous fort as of the baudes^ hores 
theues y and idell people decreace. Then fhall 
thefe great yerely exaccions ceafe. Then fhall not 
youre fwerde^ power ^ crowne^ dignitOy and obe-- 
dien€e of your people y be tranjlated from you. 
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T'hen /hall you haue full obedience of your people. 
Then Jhall the idell people befet to worke. Then 
Jhall matrimony be moche better kept. Then Jhal 
the generation of your people be encreafedy Then 
Jhall your comons encreafe in richejfe. Then Jhall 
the gofpell be preached. Then Jhall none begge 
oure almejfe from vs. Then Jhal we haueynough 
and more then Jhall fuffice vs, whiche Jhall be the 
bejt hofpitall that euer was founded for vs, Then 
Jhall we daily pray to god for your mojl noble 
ejlate log to endure. 



Domine faluum fac regem. 




■T Chailu Whittinchah, 
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